A capillary method is described for controlling outpatient anticoagulant therapy. The reagent can be easily prepared in routine laboratories.
six subjects with the adsorbed plasma described above.
The results are plotted on double logarithm graph paper. Alternatively, a prothrombin ratio can be employed which obviates the necessity for the dilution curve. Normal results lie between 21 and 25 seconds with our own batch of thromboplastin reagent.
THERAPEUTIC RANGE
The therapeutic range is lower in percentage activity than with the Quick test because excess adsorbed plasma is present. Using the dilution curve described above it appears to be between 6 and 20% with an optimum of 8 to 15%. (Hobsley and Dew, 1958) . One year ago, this method in our hands stopped giving accurate results. We believe that the reason for this change was that the commercial preparation of cellulose tissue that we originally used was modified by the manufacturers at that time.
We have since found that acceptable results can be obtained if Andrex white toilet tissue is substituted for the preparation that we originally used. Three sheets of Andrex, each 14 x 11-5 cm., are pulped with 30 ml. 0-9 g./100 ml., sodium chloride solution. The results of 18 estimations cf a plasma sample carried out by two different observers gave a standard deviation of 2-78 %. The extraction rate averaged 99 % compared with a standard aqueous solution, whether the latter was treated identically, or read directly in the spectrophotometer without having been passed through the extraction procedure. These results compared favourably with those we described in our original paper.
